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   California Dept of Transportation
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Attn: Ed Pang, Senior Environmental Planner

111 grand Ave/Mail: PO Box 23660

Oakland, Ca 94610

Please submit comments by the close of the comment period, Thursday November 15, 2007

Name:       



      Date: 
Affiliation (if applicable):______________________________________________________

Address: 

Comment/Question: 

I request that a full EIR be performed.

What was the process in determining that this project meets the 15 Criteria for the Evaluation of TCIF Priorities, as outlined by the State of California Business, Transportation & Housing Agency?  Specifically, Criteria 3 through 9, 12, 13 & 14 (on page 5 of  the attachment).
What is being done at the N680/E84 interchange to handle the forecasted doubling of traffic onto 84?  Currently this interchange takes me 5-8 minutes to complete during peak times.   
Currently, I cut-through to Sunol Blvd to Vineyard or Stanley when this interchange is backed up.  Once traffic starts to increase on 84, more local commuters will turn to this route.  How does Caltrans reconcile this with their determination that the traffic on Vineyard & Stanley will be elevated by this widening?   

What is the expectation for changes in travel times from the 1 lane Flat Lands to Pigeon Pass given the expected levels of tractor trailer trucks on this route?  Isn’t this moving one bottle neck to another?
The Caltrans’ study concludes that the widening of 84 will elevate the regional cut- through traffic on Vineyard, Concannon, & Stanley Blvd.  The congestion on the E580 begins before Dublin and does not let up all the way through to the Central Valley.  These regional commuters are NOT using Isabel to cut to 580.    Commuters are using Vallecitos to Concannon to Tesla to Vasco and Stanley to Railroad to 1st street in efforts to avoid the E580 as far East as possible.  How is CalTrans determining that by widening Isabel more regional commutes will use it to access 580?   Why isn’t an alternative route from Vallecitos cut through to Vasco being considered?
Why not upgrade the 580 and particularly the W580/S680 interchange which was designed to handle all types of traffic and is consistent with the surrounding area? 
The Caltrans’ study states no significant impacts due to noise, air quality or safety.  How does this reconcile with the City of Livermore’s own 2003 studies that concluded moving traffic off 1st street was imperative to revitalizing the down town area.  The City of Livermore concluded that significant noise & air quality impacts due to truck traffic on 1st street.
The Caltrans’ study reports noise levels will NOT increase significantly.  However, the report also states that noise will increase up to 6 times the current levels.  How is this not significant enough to have an effect on the quality of live?   Additionally, there have been independent homeowner studies that show homes on Isabel reach 70 dBA when trucks go by.  
Why can’t you leave the Quarry mining access solely to Stanley Blvd, which is not a residential area? Please explain why an access must be provided on 84 and why it is best at Concannon & 84.  The fact of adding traffic to this area is not very good planning.

I believe it is imperative to provide trees and dense high foliage to the multi-use path along 84 to provide privacy, absorb carbon dioxide and screen the unsightly highway for community bikers, joggers, etc

Have you explored alternatives to the proposed realignment of the multi-use path during construction? Please provide us some alternatives.  This shows a lack of planning.

What can be done to minimize the projected increase in noise for homeowners on Aria Ct, Cascata Ct & Tourmaline Ct. Please offer some suggestions.

Where will the 3.2 acres of vineyards being removed to move 84 at Vallecitos be replaced or replanted?

When and how often will you assess changes to turn signals at 84/Concannon to minimize delays on Concannon. (e.g. - early mornings)

What can be done about the increased dirt, dust and pollution that will invade our homes as a result of the projected traffic increases?

For more information, contact Brigetta Smith, Caltrans at 510-286-5820 or Arthur Dao,       ACTIA at 510-267-6104
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Have you thought about making the route a passenger vehicle route only?

What thought has been put in for those that will lose value on their homes?

Has there been thought to enhance or give an allowance to enhance the sound proofing of homes along Isabel?

What is the timetable for funding for this project?

What kind of sound reducing landscaping or allowance is going to be provided to those that back up to the 84? 

The impact of this highway seems to be under estimated and rushed.  My thoughts are that this was passed under the radar for a reason.

To view or obtain a copy of the Environmental Document, visit:


www.dot.ca.gov/dist4/envdoc.htm








